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2009/2010 Series Sample Pages Clockwise from top left: General Level; Credit Level; Intermediate 2; Higher

KU PS

Standard Grade Computing Studies—General Level—2009–2010

© P&N 2009

Do Not 

write iN 

thiS marGiN

Page five

[Turn over

 3. a dentist stores all her patients’ details on a database.

(a) For each of  the fields below state a suitable field type.

one has been completed for you.

Field Name
Example

Field Type

Second Name
archibald

Sex

Female

Text

age

15

Last appointment 12/02/2010

(b) Below is an example of  a record of  the database in card format.

First Name
Sheena

Second Name
archibald

Date of  Birth
26 July 1995

Sex

Female

Age

15

Last Appointment 12/02/2010

Next Appointment 17/9/2010

 (i) State another way of  displaying the record in the database.

 (ii) the dentist wishes to know how many female patients have an 

appointment before 17 September 2010.

Choose four words from the list below to complete the paragraph

sex    sort    search    12/02/2010  

17/9/2010    and    age    

Perform a complex 

 on field 

equals female 

 next appointment field equals

before 

.

(c) the dentist wishes to put his patient files in alphabetical order of  second 

name followed by age.

State how the dentist could achieve this.
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 3. (b)  (continued)
 (ii) Part of  roddy’s logo needs to be cropped.

RKMFITNESSPERSONAL TRAINING AND NUTRITIONAL ADVICE

State what is meant by the term “cropped”.

 (iii) the logo at present is too big and needs to be scaled.

State what is meant by the term “scaled”.

 (iv) the logo was stored as a black and white bit-mapped graphic, 

measuring 950 pixels wide by 650 pixels high.

Calculate the storage requirements in Kilobytes.

Show all your working.
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14. James is researching a replacement for his old computer, which is no longer able 

to run the software he wants to use.

He finds the following advertisement on a website.

Office Ready PC

3 GHz processor

4GB RAM320GB hard drive

DVD-ROM drive
Operating system pre-installed

Full suite of application programs

Bundled with:
 • webcam

 • 600dpi scanner

X

CompuStore Inc. – O�ce Ready PC

_

(a) State the type of  software that James is using to view the advertisement.

(b) Explain the meaning of  3GHz in the advertisement.

(c) James’ current computer has a CD-ROM drive. State one advantage that a 

DVD-ROM will provide.

(d) The computer bundle includes a webcam. Describe one use James could make 

of  the webcam.

(e) The computer comes with a pre-installed operating system and full suite of  

application programs. Describe clearly the difference between an operating 

system and an application program.

(f) James decides to buy this computer. When testing it, he discovers that  

the application suite includes a database package. One feature of  this package 

is the ability to create and use macros.

 (i) Describe the process of  creating a macro.

 (ii) Describe an example of  the use of  a macro in a database package.

[END OF SECTION II]
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SECTION II (
continued)

21 . Kirkbrae High School are introducing a new computerise
d registr

ation system.  

A sample entry screen is s
hown below.

Attendance Registe
r

Forename
Surname

Attendance

James

Abbas

Pres

Ryan

Barclay

Pres

Mark

Gartsh
ore

Pres

Nicola

McKay

Abst

Fiona

Pyper

Self  Cert

Peter

Quinn

Late

Andrew

Reid

Pres

Teacher

Mr Jo
nes

Class

2D5

Period

4

Highlight each pupil and click Present 

Absent, o
r Self  Cert f

or an approved 

absence.

Present

Absent

Late

Self Cert

(a) (i) 
State the most s

uitable type of  language to
 create this a

pplication and 

justif
y your choice.

 (ii) 
State the sta

ge of  the Software D
evelopment Cycle i

n which the entry screen 

was created.

(b) The new system will i
nclude a module that calculates th

e total number of  

absences fo
r a pupil fo

r any month.

 
(i)  

State the tw
o sta

ndard algorith
ms th

at w
ill b

e used for th
is ta

sk. 

 
(ii) 

Name tw
o parameters t

hat w
ill b

e passed into the module and for each 

indicate whether th
ey are passed byref  or byval. 

 
(iii)

 State one reason for using modular code.

(c) 
Name tw

o types of  testin
g techniques th

at m
ay be used on a program. 

22 .  (a
)  S

tate the sta
ge (or st

ages) o
f  the softw

are development process w
here:

 
(i) 

corrective maintenance takes place.

 
(ii) 

the technical guide is p
roduced.

(b) Variables are either lo
cal or global.

 
(i)  

Describe the sco
pe of  both a local and global variable.

 
(ii) 

 Explain why using local variables is
 preferred where possib

le.

(c) 
A variable is t

o sto
re the user’s r

esponse as “Yes” or “No”. Explain why using 

a Boolean variable is m
ore efficient th

an using a str
ing.

[END OF SECTION II]
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Ordering
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Changes to Computing Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date in 
Computing for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2011. 
We will, however, continue to inform customers of  any 
important changes and incorporate these into our products 
to ensure all our materials continue to accurately reflect 
changing national standards. 

All P&N papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA 
question standards and marks allocations valid for the 
coming examination diet (2011).  

All P&N papers are produced by expert examiners who 
take great care to ensure a high quality product with 
appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of  improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of  the national standard.

PDF copies of  papers are available on request at no additional cost to 
customers of  2 or more packs but can be delivered only to recognised 
centre email addresses. 

2 0 10  UP D AT E — QU A L IF I C AT I O N S  INF ORM AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and new 
qualifications for CfE has been moved back from 2012–13 
to 2013–14. First year pupils in August 2011 will be the 
first to begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs will 
be revised to ensure they fit with the new curriculum. 
P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.   

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Nov 2009 issued 8th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA0992). Those specific sections relevant to the use 
of commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines 
with regard to the use of  both past SQA and 
commercially-produced question papers would 
suggest that where new, valid and reliable material is 
commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
being the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. 
P&N as always fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only 
the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.
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10/21 Intermediate 2 History £ 33·95
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