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SECTION A

THE STUDY OF A TEXT IN ITS THEATRICAL CONTEXT

Answer one question from this section. Your answer should be based on the prescribed 

text. You should answer from the perspective of  a director or an actor in preparation for a 

performance. 

Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven of  the  

Answer Book. Additional paper can be obtained from the invigilator.

 1.  What do you consider to be the scene of  major tension in your prescribed text?   

Explain your choice.

  As a director of  the play, describe the rehearsal techniques you would use to prepare 

your actors for a performance of  this scene.

 2. Given an unlimited budget, explain how, as a director, the themes of  your prescribed 

text would influence your design concepts for the play.

 3.  Choose two characters from your prescribed text who have a strong emotional involvement 

with each other. Give reasons for your choice. 

  How as a director would you instruct your actors to communicate this involvement  

in performance? 

 4.  As a director of  your prescribed text explain how important you consider the genre of  

the play to be?

  Explain why the genre would affect your directorial concept or whether would you be 

influenced by other factors?

SECTION B

DRAMATIC COMMENTARY

Look at the Answer Book on Page eight and find the extract from the play that you  

have studied. Read it carefully and then answer both parts of  the question below.

You should answer from the perspective of  a director in preparation for a production.

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine of  the  

Answer Book. Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen  

textual extract.

 5.   Produce a dramatic commentary on the extract of  your prescribed text.

(a)  Draw a ground plan to show how you would want the extract to be staged.

(b)  Using the text itself  and the blank page opposite, indicate your direction to  

your actors, which should include:–

	 •		moves	and	interpretative	notes	for	actors

	 •		justification

	 •		any	important	technical	effects.	
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

•	 Answer	one question from your prescribed text in Section A, below.

•	 Write	a	Dramatic	Commentary	next	to	the	extract	from	your	prescribed	text	or	the	CST	

text “Bondagers” in Section B of  this Answer Book.

•	 Answer	one question from Section C, starting on Page fifty-eight of  this Answer Book.

SECTION A
Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven. Additional paper can be 

obtained from the invigilator.

Marks

Page two

Higher Drama—Answer Book —2009–2010

© P&N 2009

SECTION B

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine.

Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen textual extract.
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SECTION A

 3. Choose t
wo character

s fr
om your presc

ribed tex
t w

ho have a str
ong em

otional in
volvement w

ith each 

other. G
ive re

asons fo
r your ch

oice. 
How as a director would you instru

ct y
our actors t

o communicate 

this in
volvement in

 perfo
rmance?

The question is in tw
o parts. Each part is

 worth 10 marks

Firstly the question requires the candidate to identify two characters who have a strong emotional involvement 

•	 with each other and justify their choice.

Secondly the candidate should explain how as a director th
ey would help their c

haracters work towards this 

•	 relationship in performance. R
eference may be made to a range of acting concepts in terms of character 

interaction involving movement, g
esture, use of space, eye contact, u

se of pause, use of fre
ezes, proxemics, 

levels, stage positioning, use of voice.

A good response (15–20 marks)

Identification and detailed explanation of  the tw
o characters i

n the play who have a str
ong emotional 

•	 involvement with each other giving detailed justifi
cation of  what the emotion is through highly 

appropriate textual exemplification.

Clear and detailed description of  how they would communicate aspects o
f  the relationship through  

•	 a range of  highly appropriate performance concepts.

A fair response (10–14 marks)

Identification and fairly
 detailed explanation of  the two characters in

 the play who have a stro
ng emotional 

•	 involvement w
ith each other giving reasonably detailed justifi

cation of  what th
e emotion is 

through 

largely appropriate textual exemplification.

Fairly
 clear and fairly

 detailed description of  how they would communicate aspects o
f  the relationship 

•	 through a range of  appropriate performance concepts

A poor response (0–9 marks)

Identification but lim
ited explanation of  the tw

o characters w
ho have a str

ong emotional in
volvement 

•	 with each other possib
ly failin

g to say what th
e emotion is a

nd offering litt
le textual exemplification.

Limited description of  how they would communicate aspects of  the relationship through some 

•	 performance concepts w
hich may or m

ay not be appropriate.

 4. As a director of  your presc
ribed tex

t ex
plain how important you consider t

he genre o
f  the play to be?

 
 Explain why the genre w

ould affec
t your direc

torial co
ncept or whether w

ould you be in
fluenced by other 

factors?

The question is in tw
o parts. Each part is

 worth 10 marks.

Firstly the question requires the candidate to identify and consider th
e im

portance of th
e genre of th

e play  

•	 and
	exp

lain
	wh

y	th
ey	t

hink
	this

	is	t
he	c

ase
	usi

ng	
app

rop
riat

e	te
xtu

al	e
xem

plifi
cat

ion.

Secondly the candidate has been asked to justify how they arriv
ed at th

eir directorial concept. R
eference may be 

•	 made to design aspects including staging, settin
g, costume lighting, use of sound, direction of actors, character 

interaction, actor/audience relationship. 

A good response (15–20 marks)

Identification and clear explanation of  what the genre of  the play is, 
using detailed justifi

cation  

•	 and highly appropriate textual exemplification as w
ell as drawings w

here appropriate.

Clear and detailed explanation of  how they arriv
ed at th

eir d
irectorial concept w

ith detailed reference  

•	 to aspects li
sted above. 

A fair response (10–14 marks)

Identification and fairly
 clear explanation of  what the genre of  the play is, 

using justifi
cation  

•	 and appropriate textual exemplification as w
ell as drawings w

here appropriate.

Fairly
 clear explanation of  how they arriv

ed at th
eir d

irectorial concept w
ith some reference to aspects 

•	 list
ed above.

A poor response (0–9 marks)

Identification with lim
ited explanation of  what the genre of  the play is, 

using woolly justifi
cation  

•	 and lim
ited textual exemplification.

Limited explanation of  directorial concept, w
ith litt

le reference to aspects li
sted above.

•	
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LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
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every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

• Complete Higher Drama test paper 
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Our Emergency Email Service will get test papers to you (in Adobe PDF format) within hours for a nominal charge.

*Test papers for all departments will be delivered to your school/college office for internal distribution, goods cannot be packaged 
FAO individual departments. Should individual postage/packing be required, please add £1·65 P&P per item.

Find us online at  
http://www.prelims.co.uk
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Changes to Drama Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date in Higher 
Drama for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2011. 

As we noted last year, there were changes to the way centres 
are asked to submit estimates, with a change to a 50:50 split 
between the question paper and the acting exam (previously 
60:40). No changes were made to the Arrangements 
documents, Course content or examination procedures 
or processes. Marks for both parts should simply be 
arithmetically scaled before submission to the SQA.  
Further details in SQA update letter of  26/2/2009.

All P&N papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA 
question standards and marks allocations valid for the 
coming examination diet (2011).  

All P&N papers are produced by expert examiners who take 
great care to ensure a high quality product with appropriate 
sampling and marks balance. Quality assurance procedures 
are robust and under a continuous process of  improvement 
to maintain accurate reflection of  the national standard.

2 0 10  UP D AT E — QU A L IF I C AT I O N S  INF ORM AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and new 
qualifications for CfE has been moved back from 2012–13 
to 2013–14. First year pupils in August 2010 will be the 
first to begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs will 
be revised to ensure they fit with the new curriculum. 
P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Nov 2009 issued 8th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA0992). Those specific sections relevant to the use 
of commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines 
with regard to the use of  both past SQA and 
commercially-produced question papers would 
suggest that where new, valid and reliable material is 
commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
being the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. 
P&N as always fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only 
the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.
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