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Stephen McCormack was a BBC TV news reporter who covered foreign wars and revolutions. 

After 20 years he gave up his journalistic career to train as a maths teacher. This article,  

published in “The Independent” newspaper, describes his first impressions of  life as a teacher  

in a large secondary school.

LACK OF RESPECT

With two piles of  jotters to mark and four lessons to prepare, this is an article I haven’t really 

got time to write, but write it I must. If  I don’t, the emotions that make me want to write 

it will gnaw away at my mind, preventing me from concentrating on anything else.

I want to tell you about the reality of  teaching in an average secondary school:  

more specifically about the widespread lack of  respect for teachers and education among 

teenagers today. It’s something I, as a newly qualified teacher, have noticed in the first 

few weeks of  term, and something that most colleagues in most schools quickly realise  

is going to be part of  daily life. It has to be a major reason why so many new teachers leave 

the profession within three or four years. And this is before we talk about the marking,  

the workload, the paperwork, the reports, and the endless stream of  new policies and  

new ideas demanding our time.
I am working in a fairly big secondary school with 1,200 pupils, in a reasonably comfortable 

suburban area. It’s a school with high academic achievement: around three-quarters  

of  16-year-olds got five or more good Standard Grades last summer, putting it high up 

the league tables. But this statistic masks a situation where huge numbers of  the school 

population behave with a mixture of  rudeness, lack of  respect and a complete indifference 

to what the teachers say.A few examples taken from one week help to paint the picture. The first concerns a scuffle  

I came across between two 15-year-old girls in the playground. Abuse was being hurled  

in the foulest of  language at the top of  their voices. When I intervened, by physically 

separating them, and tried to tell them to stop swearing, the language continued right  

past my face, and one girl ignored my instructions to stand still and calm down, by just 

running off  leaving a trail of  swear words behind her. The unspoken reaction of  onlookers 

and eggers-on also spoke volumes. Who was I, a mere teacher, to interfere in the argument? 

One girl tried to justify the language by claiming the initial argument in some way justified 

the swearing. Within minutes, the whole incident, and my part in it, was the cause of   

much amused gossip throughout the school.

That was the worst event of  the week. But a string of  smaller incidents, repeated in  

the presence of  other teachers hundreds of  times across the school, combined to create  

an atmosphere at best irritating and not helpful to teaching and learning, and at worst coarse 

and uncivilised.I was sitting in the maths base during a free period one morning, and a boy walked in  

with not so much as an “excuse me”. “Where are the maths books?” he enquired of   

a colleague. Another teacher had sent him down to get some replacement text books.  

When it was pointed out to him that a more polite and reasonable approach including, 

perhaps, the word “please” was a bare minimum for such a request, he shrugged his shoulders, 

took the books and headed off  with a vaguely hostile look on his face.

On another day, at the end of  one of  my lessons, I asked a boy to collect the text books and 

put them back on the shelves at the front of  the classroom. Without being actually rude  

or disobedient, he communicated in facial expression and body language that he considered 

this rather a chore and an unfair imposition by a teacher on his end of  lesson routine.  

The message was, “Oh, must I? Can’t you do it yourself?”
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Intermediate 2 English—Marking Key—2009–2010

Close Reading

 6. Why might the writer’s contrast between horror films and nightmares, line 21, be considered 

appropriate?  

2E

N.B. ‘contrast’

It illustrates the point she is making that though both cause terror (1) people watching a film share the terror, a person 

having a nightmare suffers alone (1)

Uses a shared experience of horror—horror film (1) to emphasise the singular/unique (and therefore more horrific) 

nature of nightmares (1).

 7. Why does the writer refer to ‘Pharaoh’s nightmares’ in line 27?  

1A

As a (well-known) example of dreams as prediction (1)

 8. Why might the language of  ‘fortune cookies’, line 31, be described as ‘ominous’?  

2U

Ominous means sinister or threatening (1) and each fortune cookie contains a prediction for the future of the person 

who selects it (1)

The meaning of ‘ominous’ must be made clear for full marks.

  9.  (a) In your own words, list two causes of  nightmares suggested by ‘Physician–philosophers’  

in lines 33–39.  

2U

Artistic/clever/fertile/inventive nature/temperament (1); obstruction/overcrowded state of the mind (1);  

eating certain foods (1); food not being absorbed properly (1)

Any two. Straight lifts = 0

(b) In your own words, what causes nightmares according to ‘psychoanalysts’, lines 40–45?  2U

Gloss of ‘(the nightmare expresses) a repressed wish so taboo …’

E.g. a hidden/unfulfilled, desire (1) for something forbidden/unmentionable etc. (1)

10.  A. “my own private library of  stories” (line 55)

B. “this secret storehouse of  anxieties and disturbances” (lines 57–58)

Given what you have learned from the passage to this point, explain which of  these metaphors  

best describes the writer’s nightmares?  

2E

A or ‘my own private library of stories’ seems the best choice for the writer’s nightmares. Accept in support of this 

any two from: the number/ variety of  nightmares (1); their personal relevance (1); her ability to revisit them from time 

to time (1); ‘stories’ seems appropriate to the narrative structure she claims her nightmares always have (1)

Accept a generalised answer such as: it is a less dark description (1) which suits her relaxed attitude to the 

experiences (1)
Some, however, may argue that the second metaphor conveys more of the fear and dislocation associated with 

nightmares for 1 mark.

11. Explain in your own words two ways in which nightmares are like ‘works of  literature’ according 

to lines 59–64.  

2U

Gloss of ‘investigation … that drive us’ (explore our basic motives) (1)

Gloss of ‘defamiliarisation of the familiar’/‘allow us to confront our fears from a safe distance’ (make everyday 

experiences look different/divorce us from real events/let us face our anxieties indirectly/etc.) (1)

Gloss of ‘emotional relief’ (provide catharsis, alleviate feelings) (1)

Any two.

Higher E
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SECTION C—POETRY

Answers 
to questi

ons on poetry
 should address

 rel
evantly the ce

ntral co
ncern

(s)/theme(s) of   

the te
xt(s) and be su

pported
 by ref

eren
ce t

o appropriate p
oetic

 tec
hniques s

uch as: i
magery,

  

verse
 form, stru

cture, 
mood, tone, sound, rhythm, rhyme, character

isation, contrast, 
sett

ing, 

symbolism
, word choice 

. . .
.

12. Choose a poem which is w
ritt

en in a tone of  celebration.

Explain how the poet creates th
e celebratory tone and show how it h

elps to
 convey his/

her fe
elings about th

e subject m
atter of  the poem.

13. Choose a poem which deals with a distinct aspect o
f  lif

e in
 eith

er th
e country  

or the town/city.

Discuss h
ow effectively the poet conveys to

 you the disti
nct qualitie

s of  the life
.

14. Choose a poem whose meaning and/or im
pact changed for y

ou between first a
nd 

subsequent re
adings.

Explain your in
itia

l im
pressio

n and go on to discuss h
ow and why this a

ltered as you 

became more familia
r w

ith the poem.

15. Choose tw
o poems w

hich invite the reader’s 
pity for an individual.

Show how each poem attempts t
o evoke pity and discuss w

hich poem, in
 your opinion, 

is m
ore effective in using this to

 explore an im
portant id

ea.

SECTION D—FILM AND TV DRAMA

Answers 
to questi

ons on film and TV drama should address
 rele

vantly the central  

concern
(s)/theme(s) of  the te

xt(s) and be su
pported

 by ref
eren

ce t
o appropriate t

echniques 

of  film and TV drama such as: key sequences,
 character

isation, conflict, 
stru

cture, 
plot,  

dialogue, ed
itin

g/montage, so
und/soundtrack, aspects

 of  mise-
en-scè

ne (such as lig
hting, c

olour, 

use o
f  camera, co

stume, p
rops . .

 . ) mood, set
ting, ex

ploitation of  genre . 
. .

16. Choose a film or *TV drama with a scene in which a character b
ehaves w

ith great 

dignity.

Briefly outlin
e what happens in

 the scene and go on to discuss i
ts i

mportance to your 

understa
nding of  theme and/or character in

 the text as a whole.

17. Choose a film or *TV drama with a restri
cted settin

g or se
t in

 an iso
lated community.

Show how the film or programme makers e
xploit th

e settin
g to explore one or m

ore than 

one im
portant iss

ue.

18. Choose a film which has a memorable closing sequence.

Describe the sequence in some detail a
nd go on to discuss t

o what extent it
 provides  

an effective conclusion to the text as a whole.

19. Choose a film or *TV drama in which an im
portant part i

s p
layed by one of  the 

following: deception, fe
ar, in

equality,
 oppressio

n.

Discuss to
 what extent th

e film or programme makers’ e
xploration of  the idea is s

uccessfu
l 

in engaging you with the text.

*“TV drama” includes a sin
gle play, a

 series or a serial.

ENGLISH @ P&N
LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

1 Standard Grade English test papers at Foundation, General and Credit levels (including FGC Writing paper)
2 Complete Intermediate 1 English test paper
3 Complete Intermediate 2 English test paper
4 Complete Higher English test paper
5 Complete Higher English test paper with Supplementary Higher Critical Essay* (use the additional Critical Essay 
as a 2nd prelim to provide supplementary evidence)

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling. PDFs to support digital exams and electronic archiving are available on request 

after publication.

2009/2010 Series Sample Pages
Clockwise from top left: SG English Writing; Intermediate 1 (Close Reading); 
Intermediate 2 (Close Reading Marking); Higher (Critical Essay)

Test papers of the highest quality Trialled to ensure accuracy Unrestricted site copyright licences User-friendly Marking Guides 

All P&N 2001–2009 past test papers are available for classroom practice/homework use at heavily discounted prices for 
2010/2011 customers. Please Fax/Email us for a competitive quotation or visit our website at www.prelims.co.uk.

*We are aware that many centres choose to give their candidates a second prelim examination for Paper 2 (Critical Essay), 
particularly at Higher Grade. Some centres achieve this by working within SQA regulations and making up a paper 
from three or more past papers. This, unfortunately, may result in a choice of  past questions which is possibly unduly 
geared to work recently covered in class by their candidates. Our Higher English setter has again  produced a new second 
Critical Essay paper for 2010/2011 made up of  questions judiciously selected from the past five years P&N test papers, 
amended to reflect the most recent format and phraseology of  SQA question papers. This paper is available for purchase 
by all customers of  our 2010/2011 Higher English papers, which contain completely new and unseen material.



Email: sales@prelims.co.uk

Fax: 01786 818773

Don’t Delay  
Order Today!!

Full Site Licence

Each pack of  P&N test papers arrives as a set of  master pages with an unrestricted site licence to make as many  
copies as you need with NO risk of  copyright violation. 

The Marking Guides
Our marking guides will help to ensure that:
1 papers can be marked more quickly;
2 papers can be marked more easily;
3 papers can be marked more consistently;
4 marking reflects SQA conventions and standards;
5 results can be confidently used in appeals.

Ordering

Please use the order form on back page to send us your order for our prompt attention (alternatively, simply quote our 
‘short code’ on your centre’s official requisition form, or email your order and include the requisition number).

Postage and packing on all 2010 material is free* if  order is received by 25 September, 2010. All orders 
received after this date will carry the published P&P charge. Despatch will be on date of  publication (October, 2010).

Our Emergency Email Service will get test papers to you (in Adobe PDF format) within hours for a nominal charge.

*Test papers for all departments will be delivered to your school/college office for internal distribution, goods cannot be packaged 
FAO individual departments. Should individual postage/packing be required, please add £1·65 P&P per item.

Find us online at  
http://www.prelims.co.uk

(also at http://www.pandnpub.co.uk) 

Changes to English Examinations
No major changes have been announced to date in English 
for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2011. However 
there are several changes in arrangements at Intermediate 1, 
Intermediate 2 and Higher levels.

From 2010/11 Writing will be externally assessed at 
these levels. A folio of  Writing, submitted in advance 
of  the exam, will account for 20% of  the final grade.  
The Close Reading and Critical Essay papers will each 
account for 40% (previously 50%) of  the final grade.

All P&N papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA 
question standards and marks allocations valid for the 
coming examination diet (2011).  

All P&N papers are produced by expert examiners who 
take great care to ensure a high quality product with 
appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality assurance procedures are robust and subject to a 
continuous series of  checks to maintain accurate reflection 
of  changing national standards. 

2 0 1 0  U P D AT E — Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S  I N F O R M AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and new 
qualifications for CfE has been moved back from 2012–13 to 
2013–14. First year pupils in August 2010 will be the first 
to begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs will 
be revised to ensure they fit with the new curriculum. 
P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Nov 2009 issued 8th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA0992). The specific sections relevant to the use of  
commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely prescriptive nature of  the guidelines 
regarding the use of  both past SQA and commercially-
produced question papers would suggest that where 
new, valid and reliable material is commercially 
available, its use must be regarded as being the best 
option for hard-pressed teaching staff. P&N as always 
fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the 
security of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that  
only the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N again welcomes both the overall document and 
in particular Para 6.2. This states that ‘the use of  
these (commercially-produced) question papers 
is acceptable to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance 
on validity, reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.



2010/2011 Prelim ORDER FORM
Complete this form by completing the relevant space(s);
Please ensure that you have inserted:—
• School name, telephone and fax numbers;
• your requisition/order number if required;
• your own name and signature and date of order.

By Fax

(01786) 818773

By Telephone

(01786) 815195

Please photocopy this form as required  
or download at www.prelims.co.uk

Short 
Code Grade/Levels Subject Pack Price Tick (3) 

to order
10/01 Standard Grade (F, G & C) English £ 38·95

10/02 NQ Intermediate 1 English £ 33·95

10/03 NQ Intermediate 2 English £ 33·95

10/04 NQ Higher English £ 33·95

10/04B NQ Higher English with Supplementary Critical Essay £ 38·95

10/05 NQ Higher Drama £ 38·95

10/06 Standard Grade (F, G & C) French (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

10/07 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] French (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

10/08 Standard Grade (F, G & C) German (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

10/09 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] German (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

10/10 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

10/11 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

10/12 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Mathematics £ 38·95

10/13 NQ Intermediate 1 Mathematics £ 31·95

10/14 NQ Intermediate 2 Mathematics £ 31·95

10/15 NQ Higher Mathematics £ 31·95

10/16 NQ Advanced Higher Mathematics £ 31·95

10/17 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Geography £ 38·95

10/18 Intermediate 2 Geography £ 33·95

10/19 NQ Higher Geography £ 33·95

10/20 Standard Grade (F, G & C) History £ 38·95

10/21 Intermediate 2 History £ 33·95

10/22 NQ Higher History (New Arrangements, all topics) £ 38·95

10/23 NQ Intermediate 2 Modern Studies £ 33·95

10/24 NQ Higher Modern Studies £ 33·95

10/25 Standard Grade (G & C) Physics £ 31·95

�10/26 NQ Intermediate 1 Physics £ 31·95

�10/27 NQ Intermediate 2 Physics £ 31·95

10/28 NQ Higher Physics £ 31·95

10/29 Advanced Higher Physics £ 31·95

10/30 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Computing Studies £ 38·95

10/31 Intermediate 2 Computing £ 33·95

10/32 NQ Higher Computing £ 33·95

10/33 NQ Higher Product Design £ 38·95

By Post P&N Publications
1 Wallace Street
Bannockburn 
STIRLING 
FK7 8JQ

VAT must be charged on all our test papers. 
Schools reclaim this and it therefore does 
not come off your per capita allocation.

For further information see our website at http://www.prelims.co.uk
**All P&N test papers contain completely new material each year**

sales@prelims.co.ukBy Email

Postage & Packaging free on all orders received BEFORE 25 September, 2010. Standard P&P £1·65 per item, max £4·95 per order.

Name of Centre (please print):

SQA Centre No.: Postcode:		

Your Name:  Date:			 

Signature:  Order No./Your ref.:	

Centre-based Email:


