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Appeals Essentials! Highest quality valid and reliable rigorous prelims for your centre



MODERN STUDIES @ P&N
LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

1 Complete Intermediate 2 Modern Studies test paper
2 Complete Higher Modern Studies test paper 

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling.

2009/2010 Series Sample Pages

Clockwise from top left, extracts from: Intermediate 2; Higher Paper 2 Marking Key; Higher Paper 2; Intermediate 2  
Marking Key 
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Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—2009–2010

Question 4 (c) (continued)

SOURCE 2 (continued) 

Road deaths in selected EU nations
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SOURCE 3

Viewpoints

Reducing the drink drive limit could prevent over 50 deaths and 250 serious injuries 

every year. Individuals with a blood alcohol level of  between 50mg and 80mg are 

between 2 and 2½ times more likely to be involved in an accident and 6 times more likely 

to be in a fatal crash than someone with no alcohol in their system. An estimated 80 road 

deaths in the UK every year are caused by drivers who are under the drink drive limit 

but who have a significant amount of  alcohol in their blood. The government must take 

decisive action now. Road Safety Campaigner

The drink drive limit should remain the same. There is no evidence to suggest that lower 

limits lead to fewer road accidents. The majority of  drivers killed in drink driving accidents 

in the UK are more than twice the legal limit. Enforcing the current limit and targeting 

the hard core of  drink driving offenders will be much more successful in reducing alcohol 

related road deaths than penalising law abiding motorists. In addition, motorists understand 

the current limit. Changing it could confuse motorists and result in them inadvertently 

breaking the law. Motoring Organisation Spokesperson

You must decide which option to recommend to the government, either a reduction in the 

drink drive limit to 50mg of  alcohol per 100ml of  blood or retain the 80mg limit.

Using Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite, which option would you choose?

Give reasons to support your choice.

Explain why you did not make the other choice.

Your answer must be based on all the Sources. (10 marks)

NOW GO TO SECTION C ON PAGE 21

Page nineteen

Page 11 of  12

PAPER 2—DME
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Higher Modern Studies—Marking Key—2009–2010
Note:

Questions 1 to 3 test skills of  evaluation. Thus candidates’ answers should be confined to use of  the relevant source 

material provided.Candidates are directed to specific sources—consequently they should not be given credit for information gathered 

from the other reference material.
Question 1

To what extent was Celia Pound selective in her use of  facts?

she said childhood obesity levels were increasing for both boys and girls but boys are more at risk and more likely 

•	

to be obese (1 mark)she is correct in saying that levels are increasing for both boys and girls 

•	

(1 mark) 

incorrect in saying boys are more at risk and more likely to be obese, since the girls’ obesity rates are higher and have 

•	

increased more (1 mark)   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

            3 marks

Question 2
(a) Why might Peter Thynne be accused of  exaggeration?

he said the Fat Tax had no public support 

•	

(1 mark) 

in fact 29% of  those surveyed said they were in favour 

•	

(1 mark)   
 

 
 

            2 marks

(b) Why might Celia Pound be accused of  exaggeration?

she said that diabetes had more than doubled in the decade before 2005 

•	

(1 mark) 

although it had increased it had not doubled. 

•	

(1 mark)   
 

 
 

 
            2 marks

Question 3
To what extent was Peter Thynne selective in his use of  facts?

he said that only one in four children is likely to be obese in the future and that only a tiny minority of  obese children 

•	

grow into overweight adults (1 mark)

he was correct in saying that 1 in 4 is likely to be obese 

•	

(1 mark) 

but wrong in saying that only a tiny minority grow into overweight adults —50% is not a tiny minority 

•	

(1 mark) 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

            3 marks

© P&N 2009

Higher Modern Studies—Paper 2 (Decision Making Exercise)—2009–2010

Page four

SOURCE C1: OPINION POLL ON INTRODUCTION OF FAT TAX

“Fat Tax” Opinion Poll results
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SOURCE C2: CHILDHOOD OBESITY PROJECTIONS

Estimated number of  obese children 2003–2010
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Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—
2009–2010

MARKING KEY—SECTION B

Question 4

(a)  LO1 

6 marks

The ca
ndidate i

s re
quired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex social iss

ue by providing detailed
 

descr
iptions.

Award up to 3 marks for a description depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy and 

exemplification.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

does not blame or punish young people—views th
em as victim

s

•	 Children’s H
earing system is n

ot a crim
inal procedure

•	 aims to
 identify

 the underlying cause of  behaviour and address t
he problem

•	 young people are provided with the opportu
nity to verbalise

 what happened, how they have been affected etc

•	 puts f
urth

er m
easures in

 place to monitor th
e situ

ation if  required e.g
. su

pervisio
n orders

•	 young people will o
nly be removed fro

m the family home as a last r
esort

•	 any other v
alid point

•	

(b) LO1 

8 marks

The ca
ndidate i

s re
quired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex social iss

ue by providing detailed
 

explanations.

Award up to 3 marks for an explanation depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy and 

exemplification.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

overcrowding in Scotland’s ja
ils—

8,000 capacity has been exceeded

•	 evidence to suggest s
hort ja

il te
rms don’t w

ork—two thirds w
ill r

e-offend within tw
o years

•	 non-custodial se
ntences are less d

isru
ptive to family life

•	 non-custodial se
ntences w

ill a
llow those convicted to remain in work, preventing unemployment and its 

associated 

•	 problems

the majority
 of  those serving less t

han 6 months have not committe
d a crim

e of  violence nor are they a danger 

•	 to the public

any other v
alid point

•	

(c) 
LO2 

10 marks

The ca
ndidate is

 req
uired

 to evaluate c
omplex sources

 by sele
ctin

g evidence f
rom them in order t

o justify
 a rec

ommendation. 

The ca
ndidate m

ust a
lso explain why they have re

ject
ed the other o

ption.

Award up to 4 marks for a justification depending on the relevance and development of  the evidence. 

Credit h
ighly justifications which show interaction between the sources.

For full m
arks candidates must ju

stify
 their recommendation and explain why they have rejected the 

other option. Answers which deal w
ith only one decision should be awarded a maximum of  8 marks.

Answers which make use of  only 2 sources should be awarded a maximum of  8 marks and answers based 

on only one source a maximum of  4.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

Option 1—Reduce the legal drink drive lim
it to

 50mg of  alcohol to
 100ml of  blood

there is p
olitic

al su
pport f

or a reduction in the lim
it (S

ource 1)

•	 there has b
een an increase in the numbers o

f  drink driving related deaths and injuries si
nce the early 1990s 

•	 (Source 1)

there is p
ublic support f

or a reduction in the drink drive lim
it (S

ource 1)

•	 Sweden which has th
e best r

oad safety record in the EU has a very low drink drive lim
it (S

ources 1 and 2)

•	 reducing the drink drive lim
it w

ould bring the UK into lin
e with most o

ther E
U nations (S

ource 2)

•	 alcohol was a factor in
 a high percentage of  road deaths in

 the UK (Sources 2 and 3)

•	 the number of  deaths and serious in
juries w

ould fall if
 the drink drive lim

it w
as re

duced (Source 3)

•	 a sig
nificant number of  road deaths are caused by those who have alcohol in

 their s
ystems but are within the 

•	 current drink drive lim
it (S

ource 3)

Option 2—Retain the drink drive lim
it o

f  80mg of  alcohol to
 100ml of  blood

there has been a sig
nificant re

duction in road deaths w
here alcohol w

as a factor despite no change in the law 

•	 (Source 1)

Portugal has th
e worst 

road safety record in the EU despite having a lower drink drive lim
it th

an the UK (Sources 

•	 1and 2)

Britain has th
e second best r

oad safety record in
 th

e EU despite having th
e highest d

rink drive lim
it 

•	 (Sources 1 and 2)

France and Denmark have a higher percentage of  road deaths w
ere alcohol w

as a factor th
an the UK despite 

•	 having a lower drink drive lim
it (S

ource 2)

there is l
ittle

 correlation between the drink drive lim
it a

nd the percentage of  road deaths w
here alcohol w

as a 

•	 factor (S
ources 1, 2 and 3)

enforcement is 
the most e

ffective way of  reducing drink driving incidents (
Source 3)

•	 motorist
s could be confused by changes to

 the drink drive lim
it (S

ource 3)

•	 any other v
alid point

•	
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Changes to Modern Studies Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date in  
Modern Studies for the forthcoming examinations diet 
of 2011. We will, however, continue to inform customers 
of any important changes and incorporate these into our 
products to ensure all our materials continue to accurately 
reflect changing national standards.    

All P&N papers contain completely unseen new material 
each year and are guaranteed sight unseen. After the 
examination diet (in which period they must be kept secure) 
papers can be used as a teaching resource.

Our papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question 
standards and marks allocations valid for the coming 
examination diet (2011). Papers are produced by expert 
examiners who take great care to ensure a high quality 
product with appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality  assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of the national standard.  

2 0 1 0  U P D AT E — Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S  I N F O R M AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and new 
qualifications for CfE has been moved back from 2012–13 
to 2013–14. First year pupils in August 2010 will be the 
first to begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs will 
be revised to ensure they fit with the new curriculum. 
P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Nov 2009 issued 8th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA0992). Those specific sections relevant to the use 
of commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines 
with regard to the use of  both past SQA and 
commercially-produced question papers would 
suggest that where new, valid and reliable material is 
commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
being the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. 
P&N as always fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only the 
current year’s commercial papers will be accepted 
in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.



2010/2011 Prelim ORDER FORM
Complete this form by completing the relevant space(s);
Please ensure that you have inserted:—
• School name, telephone and fax numbers;
• your requisition/order number if required;
• your own name and signature and date of order.

By Fax

(01786) 818773

By Telephone

(01786) 815195

Please photocopy this form as required  
or download at www.prelims.co.uk

Short 
Code Grade/Levels Subject Pack Price Tick (3) 

to order
10/01 Standard Grade (F, G & C) English £ 38·95
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