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COMPUTING @ P&N
LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available
1 Standard Grade Computing Studies test papers at Foundation, General and Credit levels 

(note that two final questions are included at each level to allow schools to choose from either Automated Systems or Commercial 
Data Processing depending on coverage at prelim date); 

2 Complete Intermediate 2 Computing test paper (includes all optional sections)
3 Complete Higher Computing test paper (includes all optional sections)

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling. PDFs to support digital exams and electronic archiving are available on request 

after publication.

2010/2011 Series Sample Pages

KU PS

Standard Grade Computing Studies—Foundation Level—2010–2011
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 5. Dalziel homes are using robots to help make new kit houses instead of  human 

workers.

(a) State the type of  robots used in the picture above.

(b) the robots pictured are able to carry out many different tasks.

 (i) State how the robots are given their instructions.

 (ii) State how Dalziel homes could get the robots to carry out a different 

task.

(c) State two reasons why Dalziel homes have used robots for this task.

1 

  

2 

  

(d) Use some of  the following words to complete the sentences.

 motor   feedback   tool

 (i) the sensor sends 

 to the computer.

 (ii) the 

 moves the robot’s arm.
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 1. Under a car scrappage scheme a driver trading in a car which is more than 

10 years old is granted an allowance of  £2000 towards the cost of  a new car. 

the spreadsheet below shows an example of  this scheme.
a

B
C

D

e

1 Car Scrappage

Date: 2011

2

3 Year
Make

Model Allow Car Scrappage? Allowance Received for Driver

4 1999 Vauxhall Corsa
Yes

£2000

5 2002
Ford

Fiesta
No

£0

6 1998 Volkswagen Polo
Yes

£2000

7 2001
Bmw

3 Series
No

£0

8 2000 renault
Clio 5

Yes
£2000

(a) Complete the function that would be used in cell D4.
=  iF ( 

 , 
 , 

 )
(b) the function in cell D4 was replicated down the column into cells from 

D5 to D8.
Both absolute and relative referencing were used.

explain why this was necessary.

(c) throughout the month the garage receives an up to date bar graph of  the 

number of  cars which have been scrapped. the chart was created using 

dynamic data linkage.State what is meant by dynamic data linkage.
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Intermediate 2 Computing—2010–2011

SECTION II

Attempt ALL questions in this section.

12. Namaste Holidays specialise in trips to India. Part of  a page from their brochure 

is shown below:**Golden Triangle Tour – visit Agra, Bodgaya, Dehli and more ** 

Price: from £1300 per person

Acommodation: 4 or 5* Hotel

Departures: Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee

Tours available: July, August 2011
(a) Identify one object from the brochure and suggest one operation which may 

have been carried out on it. 

(b) The brochure is made up of  text files and image files. Suggest one standard 

file format suitable for storing text and the reason for using a standard 

file format. 
(c) The images used in the brochure measure 4 inches by 3 inches and have a 

resolution of  500 dpi.

 (i) Calculate the storage requirements in kilobytes for one image.  

Show all working. 

 (ii) Explain what is meant by the term “resolution”. 

(iii) The finished brochure has over 100 pages, with text and photographs 

on each page. Suggest a suitable backing storage medium for storing 

the file.
 (iv) Namaste Holidays takes its own photographs for inclusion in the brochure. 

Which law might the company be breaking if  it included pictures which 

had been copied from the Internet? 
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SECTION II (
continued) 

17. A local authority
 has in

stalled a LAN in each of  its
 secondary schools w

hich 

includes both wired and wireless a
ccess t

o the Internet via a 10MB lin
e.

(a) Explain why a mesh topology would not be suitable in this si
tuation and suggest 

an alternative. 

(b) State the tra
nsmissi

on media to act as a backbone for th
e network which would 

provide the highest b
andwidth.

(c) 
State tw

o reasons re
lated to hardware th

at h
ave contrib

uted towards th
e 

increased use of  both wired and wireless n
etworks. 

(d) A teacher downloads a file fro
m the Internet which allows th

e creation of  a mail 

merge letter at th
e click of  a sin

gle button. A
 virus is

 later discovered when 

several computers s
hut down by themselves at th

e same tim
e. T

he source is 

identified as th
e mail m

erge file.

 
(i) 

State the term used to classif
y this ty

pe of  virus.

 
(ii) 

Describe how the virus m
anaged to spread.

 
(iii)

 State the virus characterist
ic that is

 sh
own by the fact th

at all o
f  the 

computers s
hut down at th

e same tim
e.

18. A graphic designer is 
commissi

oned to convert a
 paper catalogue into a multim

edia 

catalogue for a client. H
e has to

 include all o
f  the high definitio

n pictures in
 the 

paper catalogue.

(a) Suggest a
 su

itable perip
heral d

evice th
at h

e can use and one esse
ntial 

characterist
ic of  the peripheral.

(b) State one softw
are compatibility

 issue th
at m

ust b
e considered before 

purchasing the peripheral.

(c) 
Which tw

o fu
nctions o

f  th
e Operating System will 

communicate with 

the peripheral and ensure that th
ere is 

enough RAM for th
e im

ages to
 be 

inputted?

(d) Explain whether G
If or JPEG is 

more lik
ely to be the file format fo

r th
e 

catalogue im
ages and justif

y your answer.

(e) 
Explain the meaning of  the term bit-d

epth.
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Test papers of the highest quality Trialled to ensure accuracy Unrestricted site copyright licences User-friendly Marking Guides 

All P&N 2001–2010 past test papers are available for classroom practice/homework use at heavily discounted prices for 
2011/2012 customers. Please Fax/Email us for a competitive quotation or visit our website at www.prelims.co.uk.



Email: sales@prelims.co.uk

Fax: 01786 818773WWW.PRELIMS.CO.UK

Don’t Delay  
Order Today!!

Full Site Licence

Each pack of  P&N test papers arrives as a set of  master pages with an unrestricted site licence to make as many  
copies as you need with NO risk of  copyright violation. 

The Marking Guides
Our marking guides will help to ensure that:
1 papers can be marked more quickly;
2 papers can be marked more easily;
3 papers can be marked more consistently;
4 marking reflects SQA conventions and standards;
5 results can be confidently used in appeals.

Ordering

Please use the order form on back page to send us your order for our prompt attention (alternatively, simply quote our 
‘short code’ on your centre’s official requisition form, or email your order and include the requisition number).

Postage and packing on all 2011 material is free* if  order is received by 27 September, 2011. All orders 
received after this date will carry the published P&P charge. Despatch will be on date of  publication (October, 2011).

Our Emergency Email Service will get test papers to you (in Adobe PDF format) within hours.

*Test papers for all departments will be delivered to your school/college office for internal distribution, goods cannot be packaged 
FAO individual departments. Should individual postage/packing be required, please add £1·75 P&P per item.

Find us online at  
http://www.prelims.co.uk

Changes to Computing Examinations
No major changes have been announced to date in 
Computing for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2012. 
We will, however, continue to inform customers of  any 
important changes and incorporate these into our products 
to ensure all our materials continue to accurately reflect 
changing national standards. 

All P&N papers contain completely unseen new 
material each year and are guaranteed sight unseen.  
Marking keys are highly detailed and provide guidance 
on mark allocation.

Our papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question 
standards and marks allocations valid for the coming 
examination diet (2012). Papers are produced by expert 
examiners who take great care to ensure a high quality 
product with appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality  assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of national standards. 

2 0 1 1  U P D AT E — Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S  I N F O R M AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for CfE is planned for 2013–14. Pupils 
entering S1 last August (2010) were the first to officially 
begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs are in 
the process of  being revised to ensure they fit with the new 
curriculum. P&N are working closely with our experts to 
ensure we are well placed to support centres and continue to 
produce valid and reliable assessment instruments which will 
be appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in March 2011 issued 10th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA5212). The specific sections relevant to the use of  
commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely prescriptive nature of  the guidelines 
regarding the use of  both past SQA and commercially-
produced question papers would suggest that where 
new, valid and reliable material is commercially 
available, its use must be regarded as being the best 
option for hard-pressed teaching staff. P&N as always 
fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the 
security of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that  
only the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N again welcomes both the overall document and 
in particular Para 6.2. This states that ‘the use of  
these (commercially-produced) question papers 
is acceptable to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance 
on validity, reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates. Choose to place your 
order online or by email, fax, post or by telephone.



2011/2012 Prelim ORDER FORM
Complete this form by completing all relevant space(s);
Please ensure that you have inserted:—
• Centre name and SQA centre number;
• a valid purchase order/reference;
• your own name, signature, email and date of order.

By Fax

(01786) 818773

By Telephone

(01786) 815195

*Prices shown valid from 29/9/11. P&P on 
paper packs. +No P&P charge for downloads.

Subject Grade/Levels included Paper 
Code

Postal delivery, 
paper only. 
Order (3)*

E-pack 
Code

Download only, 
PDF e-pack. 
Order (3)+

English

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/01 £ 39·95 11/01E £ 38·95

NQ Intermediate 1 11/02 £ 34·95 11/02E £ 33·95

NQ Intermediate 2 11/03 £ 34·95 11/03E £ 33·95

NQ Higher 11/04 £ 34·95 11/04E £ 33·95
NQ Higher with Supplementary Critical 
Essay (additional Critical Essay for 2nd prelim use)

11/04B £ 39·95 11/04BE £ 38·95

Drama NQ Higher 11/05 £ 39·95 11/05E £ 38·95

French
(*Listening CDs or +MP3s included)

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/06 £ 46·95 11/06E £ 45·95

NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] 11/07 £ 50·95 11/07E £ 49·95

German 
(*Listening CDs or +MP3s included)

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/08 £ 46·95 11/08E £ 45·95

NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] 11/09 £ 50·95 11/09E £ 49·95

Spanish
(*Listening CDs or +MP3s included)

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/10 £ 46·95 11/10E £ 45·95

NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] 11/11 £ 50·95 11/11E £ 49·95

Mathematics

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/12 £ 39·95 11/12E £ 38·95
NQ Intermediate 1
(Includes 1, 2, 3 and 1, 2, Applications papers)

11/13 £ 32·95 11/13E £ 31·95

NQ Intermediate 2
(Includes 1, 2, 3 and 1, 2, Applications papers)

11/14 £ 32·95 11/14E £ 31·95

NQ Higher
(Includes 1, 2, 3 and 1, 2, Applications papers)

11/15 £ 32·95 11/15E £ 31·95

NQ Advanced Higher 11/16 £ 32·95 11/16E £ 31·95

Geography
(Require SQA OS map extracts from 
2010 and Higher from 2009 - see our 
website for map codes)

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/17 £ 39·95 11/17E £ 38·95

Intermediate 2 11/18 £ 34·95 11/18E £ 33·95

NQ Higher 11/19 £ 34·95 11/19E £ 33·95

History
(Please see our website for topic 
coverage at SG and Int 2)

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/20 £ 39·95 11/20E £ 38·95

Intermediate 2 11/21 £ 34·95 11/21E £ 33·95

NQ Higher (all topics included) 11/22 £ 39·95 11/22E £ 38·95

Modern Studies
NQ Intermediate 2 11/23 £ 34·95 11/23E £ 33·95

NQ Higher 11/24 £ 34·95 11/24E £ 33·95

Physics

Standard Grade (G & C) 11/25 £ 32·95 11/25E £ 31·95

NQ Intermediate 1 � 11/26 £ 32·95 �11/26E £ 31·95

NQ Intermediate 2 � 11/27 £ 32·95 �11/27E £ 31·95

NQ Higher 11/28 £ 32·95 11/28E £ 31·95

Advanced Higher 11/29 £ 32·95 11/29E £ 31·95

Computing Studies  
(choice of final qu. at each FGC level—AS or CDP) 

and
Computing

Standard Grade (F, G & C) 11/30 £ 39·95 11/30E £ 38·95

Intermediate 2 (all sections included) 11/31 £ 34·95 11/31E £ 33·95

NQ Higher (all sections included) 11/32 £ 34·95 11/32E £ 33·95

Product Design NQ Higher (colour & B/W provided) 11/33 £ 39·95 11/33E £ 38·95

All prices shown ex VAT. HMRC require us to add VAT on invoices.
Centres reclaim this and it therefore should not come off your 
department’s per capita allocation.

All P&N prelim papers contain completely new material each year. Photocopy licence included for named centre. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. +Secure e-download orders require a valid SQA centre-based email address. 

By Post

Online
P&N Publications
1 Wallace Street
Bannockburn 
STIRLING 
FK7 8JQ

sales@prelims.co.uk

www.prelims.co.uk

By Email
*P&P £1·75 per item (max £5·25 per order) for paper pack orders. +E-pack orders require validated user name & password for prelims.co.uk (provided by email). 
PDFs* and DQPs+ are available to existing customers of paper and ePack prelims on email to your subject@prelims.co.uk —valid P&N invoice required.
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