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SECTION A

THE STUDY OF A TEXT IN ITS THEATRICAL CONTEXT

Answer one question from this section. Your answer should be based on the prescribed 

text. You should answer from the perspective of  a director or an actor in preparation for a 

performance. 

Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven of  the  

Answer Book. Additional paper can be obtained from the invigilator.

 1.  The genre of  a play could influence its setting and staging. As a director, what elements 

of  the genre of  your prescribed text would you highlight in performance?

 2. Choose a character from your prescribed text who changes the lives of  others. Give reasons 

for your choice. How, as an actor, would you portray this character in performance?

 3.  Describe how the opening scene of  your prescribed text introduces characters. How, as a 

director, would you highlight the importance of  this scene through a range of  

performance concepts? 

 4.  What characters in your prescribed text are used by the playwright to highlight 

a major theme? As a director, how would you help your actors highlight this theme 

in rehearsals? SECTION B

DRAMATIC COMMENTARY

Look at the Answer Book on Page eight and find the extract from the play that you  

have studied. Read it carefully and then answer both parts of  the question below.

You should answer from the perspective of  a director in preparation for a production.

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine of  the  

Answer Book. Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen  

textual extract.

 5.   Produce a dramatic commentary on the extract of  your prescribed text.

(a)  Draw a ground plan to show how you would want the extract to be staged.

(b)  Using the text itself  and the blank page opposite, indicate your direction to  

your actors, which should include:–

	 •	moves	and	interpretative	notes	for	actors

	 •	justification

	 •	any	important	technical	effects.	
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

•	 Answer	one question from your prescribed text in Section A, below.

•	 Write	a	Dramatic	Commentary	next	to	the	extract	from	your	prescribed	text	or	the	CST	

text “Bondagers” in Section B of  this Answer Book.

•	 Answer	one question from Section C, starting on Page fifty-eight of  this Answer Book.

SECTION A
Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven. Additional paper can be 

obtained from the invigilator.

Marks
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SECTION B

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine.

Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen textual extract.
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SECTION A

 3. Descr
ibe how the opening sce

ne of  your presc
ribed tex

t in
troduces 

character
s. H

ow, as a direc
tor, w

ould 

you highlight th
e im

portance o
f  this sc

ene th
rough a range of  perfo

rmance c
oncepts?

The question is in tw
o parts. E

ach part is
 worth 10 marks.

First
ly the candidate has to

 describe and analyse the importance of  the opening scene of  his/h
er prescribed 

•	 text in
 terms of  characters, b

oth those who appear and those who are referred to. Textual exemplification 

must b
e given.

Secondly the candidate has to
 describe how the identified characters w

ould influence his/h
er direction of  

•	 the scene. R
eference can be made to sta

ging, se
t design, lig

hting, so
und, costume, props as w

ell as voice, 

movement, b
locking, character in

teraction etc.

Good response (15–20 marks):

Detailed description and analysis o
f  the opening scene and the characters t

herein with highly appropriate 

•	 textual exemplification referrin
g to the introduction of  characters a

nd its 
effect on theme, genre etc.

Clear and detailed description of  how s/h
e would direct th

e actors i
n the opening scene through a range 

•	 of  highly appropriate performance concepts.

fair response (10–14 marks):

Fairly
 detailed description and analysis 

of  the opening scene and the characters t
herein with adequate 

•	 textual re
ference referrin

g to the introduction to characters a
nd its 

effect on theme, genre etc.

Fairly
 detailed description of  how s/h

e would direct th
e actors i

n the opening scene through a range of  

•	 mainly appropriate performance concepts.

Poor response (0–9 marks):

Limited analysis 
of  the opening scene and the characters t

herein with lim
ited textual re

ference and litt
le 

•	 link between the introduction of  the characters a
nd its 

effect on theme, genre etc.

Limited description of  how s/h
e would direct th

e actors i
n the opening scene through performance 

•	 concepts w
hich may or m

ay not be appropriate.

 4. What ch
aracter

(s) in your presc
ribed tex

t are u
sed by the playwright to

 highlight a major th
eme? A

s a 

direc
tor, how would you help your actor(s) highlight th

is th
eme in

 reh
earsal?

The question is in tw
o parts. E

ach part is
 worth 10 marks.

First
ly the candidate has to

 identify
 a major th

eme of  the play and to explain the lin
k certain character(s)

 

•	 have with the theme. T
extual exemplification must b

e given.

Secondly the candidate has to
 describe how s/h

e would lead the actors i
n the rehearsal process. R

eference 

•	 may be made to acting techniques to
 develop characterisa

tion, im
provisation to explore theme, acting 

style, character in
teraction, use of  voice and movement and the actors u

se of  costume, props etc.

Good response (15–20 marks):

Identification of  character(s)
 with clearly explained lin

k to an identified theme justifi
ed through a range 

•	 of  highly appropriate textual exemplification.

Clear and detailed explanation of  how the actor(s)
 will b

e assis
ted in the understa

nding of  the theme 

•	 and the development of  characterisa
tion throughout rehearsals with reference to a range of  highly 

appropriate acting concepts.

fair response (10–14 marks):

Identification of  character(s)
 with adequately explained lin

k to an identified theme justifi
ed through a 

•	 range of  mainly appropriate textual exemplification.

Fairly
 clear and fairly

 detailed explanation of  how the actor(s)
 will b

e assis
ted in the understa

nding 

•	 of  the theme and development of  characterisa
tion throughout re

hearsals w
ith reference to a range of  

mainly appropriate acting concepts.

Poor response (0–9 marks):

Identification of  character(s)
 with littl

e or no link to identified theme with lim
ited textual 

•	 exemplification.

Limited explanation of  how the actor(s)
 will b

e assis
ted in the rehearsal process t

o aid understa
nding of  

•	 theme and character w
ith reference to few acting concepts.
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Changes to Drama Examinations
No major changes have been announced to date in Higher 
Drama for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2012. 
We will, however, continue to inform customers of  any 
important changes and incorporate these into our products 
to ensure all our materials continue to accurately reflect 
changing national standards. 

All P&N papers contain completely unseen new material 
each year and are guaranteed sight unseen. After the 
examination diet (in which period they must be kept secure) 
papers can be used as a teaching resource.

Our papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question 
standards and marks allocations valid for the coming 
examination diet (2012). Papers are produced by expert 
examiners who take great care to ensure a high quality 
product with appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality  assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of national standards.

2 0 1 1  U P D AT E — Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S  I N F O R M AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for CfE is planned for 2013–14. Pupils 
entering S1 last August (2010) were the first to officially 
begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs are in 
the process of  being revised to ensure they fit with the new 
curriculum. P&N are working closely with our experts to 
ensure we are well placed to support centres and continue to 
produce valid and reliable assessment instruments which will 
be appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in March 2011 issued 10th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA5212). The specific sections relevant to the use of  
commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines 
with regard to the use of  both past SQA and 
commercially-produced question papers would 
suggest that where new, valid and reliable material is 
commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
being the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. 
P&N as always fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only 
the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Find us online at  
http://www.prelims.co.uk

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates. Choose to place your 
order online or by email, fax, post or by telephone.
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