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In this passage, adapted from a story in a national newspaper, the journalist reports that “fast food” 

chains are doing well, despite concerns about the quality of  the food.
NO APPETITE FOR CUTTING DOWN

Fast food: if  it is not being blamed for fuelling the country’s obesity crisis, it is turning up 

the noses of  those who say it is tasteless and mass-produced muck.  But as the economic 

recession begins to bite and people are forced to tighten their belts, it seems the attraction of  

being able to feed a family of  four for just £10 is set to lead to a new boom for fast food.

With traditional restaurants finding it tougher than ever to survive, and talk of  mass closures 

and huge job losses in the year ahead, some very familiar names are waiting in the wings 

to fill the gap: Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), Domino’s, McDonald’s and Subway have 

announced plans to super-size as their business soars.

KFC is leading the charge. It recently announced plans to open around 300 new restaurants 

over the next five years, investing £150 million in the business and creating up to 9000 

jobs. Despite the economic downturn, KFC profits are showing an increase of  14 per cent.  

The company currently has five outlets in Edinburgh and plans to open four new ones over 

the coming year. Meanwhile, sandwich chain Subway, one of  the most aggressive at growing 

its business in Edinburgh over the past five years with the creation of  12 new restaurants, 

is looking to open 30 premises in Scotland over the next year, ten of  which will be in and 

around Edinburgh.The boom in fast food business has no doubt been helped by a conscious move on the part 

of  most of  them to shed the “junk food” label, with healthier options and more nutritional 

information designed to make families feel more comfortable opting for what would generally 

be considered the unhealthy option.
Martin Shuker, the head of  KFC in Britain, said the company was attempting to attract  

a more health-conscious consumer by reducing the salt content of  its food, but admitted  

the extremely low cost of  its food was a key reason why the company was doing so well.  

He said: “I think KFC is doing well because the taste and quality of  our food is very strong 

and very distinctive and we do offer good value, so you can buy a bargain bucket and  

feed a family of  four for a tenner, which is definitely appealing in these difficult  

economic times.”At one KFC outlet in Edinburgh, it was evident that the restaurant was popular with 

families looking to pick up a big meal for a small price. One customer told us he regularly 

visited with his wife and three-year-old daughter. He said: “It is not just about the cost, 

although that is very important when you are looking to feed a family. It is a lot healthier 

than other fast food places, as they don’t put salt on anything, so it is better for my daughter.  

She loves it, and it is very tasty, as well as being affordable.”

Domino’s Pizza opened its most recent Edinburgh outlet in Gilmerton last week,  

the fourth new branch it has launched in the Capital in just five years. It said that families 

were increasingly turning to the home-delivered pizza as an alternative treat. A Domino’s 

spokesman said: “We are finding that families who previously might have opted to take 

their family out for a meal are instead choosing to have their luxury treats at home.  

Despite the financial problems, people still want to have some little treats and to be able  

to enjoy a nice meal at home without the hassle of cooking or doing the dishes, and Domino’s can  

offer that.”

© P&N 2010

Page 1 of  3

Intermediate 2 English—Marking Key—2010–2011

Close Reading

 1.  Look at lines 1–5.

(a)  What does the expression ‘fairly random’, line 4, suggest about the topics of  government 

information films?  

1  U

They didn’t follow a particular theme or they were varied or they had no planned sequence/weren’t linked to 

each other/etc. (1)

(b)  In your own words, what other quality of  these films seemed to attract the writer?  
1  U

Gloss of ‘alarming’ (e.g. frightening, worrying, etc.) or idea of peril/menace/life-threatening nature of their subject 

matter (inferred from the following paragraph, lines 6–9) (1)

Do not accept ‘exciting’.

(c)  ‘supposedly relevant to the nation at large’ (line 5)

 
What is the effect of  the word ‘supposedly’ in this expression?  

2  A/E

It changes the meaning of the expression (1) from fact to opinion (1);

It changes the tone of the expression (1) making it slightly mocking (1)

 2.  Look at lines 6–13.

(a)  What does the writer gain from using the word ‘intoned’ (line 8) instead of  a word like ‘said’?   

 

1  A

Suggests how the voice-over was delivered/indicates the tone of the voice-over (1)

(b)  Identify an aspect of  the structure OR word-choice of  the voice-over quoted in lines 8–9 and 

explain how it adds to its impact.  

2  A

One mark for identifying an appropriate aspect of structure or word-choice; one for explanation  

of appropriateness.

e.g. Structure: use of simple/matter of fact statements/sentences (1) to emphasise danger/seriousness/etc.(1)

Word-choice: use of short, monosyllabic words (1) to communicate clearly/emphasise danger/seriousness/ 

etc. (1)
 3.  Look at lines 14–22.

(a)  How do the words around it help you to work out what the children’s television programme 

Jim’ll Fix It (line 15) was all about?  

2  U

Indication of programme content (1) explanation of how context makes this clear (1)

e.g. programme showed viewers realizing a dream they had/doing something they had always wanted to do (1) 

explanation focusing on quotation/gloss of ‘writing to’ and/or ‘he could arrange’ (1)

(b)  Explain why the expression ‘do the dunk’ (line 17) is effective.  

1  A

Alliteration/onomatopoeia/succinctness/euphemism (1)

[Candidates who suggest that ‘dunk’ is a Scottish expression/sounds Scottish and is, therefore, appropriate to 

a Scottish writer/newspaper/experience, should be given credit.]

(c)  Explain in your own words how the transport arrangements for offshore workers have changed 

since the early days of  North Sea exploration.  

2  U

Workers being transferred to rigs used to wear their ordinary clothes/were unprepared for accidents (1)  

now they have to wear appropriate gear/protective clothing/be trained in escape techniques/procedures (1) 

Clear indication of then and now must be conveyed for both marks.

 4.  Look at lines 23–40.

(a)  At this point in the passage the writer changes from the Past Tense to the Present Tense.  

What do you think he gains by doing this?  

1  A

Accept any sensible expression of the idea that the use of the Present Tense (or the ‘present in the past’ as 

it is sometimes called) makes the experience more immediate, increases the tension/etc. (1)  [Accept, also,  

the idea that the writer has moved from his ‘past’ to his ‘present’ in the article]
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SECTION C—POETRY

Answers 
to questi

ons on poetry
 should address

 rel
evantly the ce

ntral co
ncern

(s)/theme(s) of   

the te
xt(s) and be su

pported
 by ref

eren
ce t

o appropriate p
oetic

 tec
hniques s

uch as: i
magery,

  

verse
 form, stru

cture, 
mood, tone, sound, rhythm, rhyme, character

isation, contrast, 
sett

ing, 

symbolism
, word choice 

. . .
.

12. Choose a poem which gives you a powerful in
sight in

to a perso
nality

 whose circumstances 

are far re
moved fro

m your own experience.

Describe the nature of  the insight and show how the poet’s s
kilfu

l creation of  the character 

allows it 
to take place.

13. Choose tw
o poems w

ritt
en in the same specific form (eg sonnet, d

ramatic monologue, 

ode, ballad, …
).

Which poem in your opinion exploits 
the form more effectively? Ju

stif
y your choice  

by close reference to both poems.

14. Choose a poem which you think is s
ubtly criti

cal of  an aspect of  modern life
.

Show how th
e poet’s 

attit
ude is 

made clear and discuss h
ow effective you th

ink  

the poet’s c
riti

cism
 is.

15. Choose a poem which conveys to
 you a sense of  joy or exhilaration or delight.

Show how the poet evokes th
e feeling in you and discuss h

ow effectively it t
ransmits  

the central id
ea(s) 

of  the poem.

SECTION D—FILM AND TV DRAMA

Answers 
to questi

ons on film and TV drama should address
 rele

vantly the central  

concern
(s)/theme(s) of  the te

xt(s) and be su
pported

 by ref
eren

ce t
o appropriate t

echniques 

of  film and TV drama such as: key sequences,
 character

isation, conflict, 
stru

cture, 
plot,  

dialogue, ed
itin

g/montage, so
und/soundtrack, aspects

 of  mise-
en-scè

ne (such as lig
hting, c

olour, 

use o
f  camera, co

stume, p
rops . .

 . ) mood, set
ting, ex

ploitation of  genre . 
. .

16. Choose fro
m a fil

m a key sequence which is 
entire

ly or almost e
ntire

ly without 

dialogue.

Describe how the sequence is 
constru

cted and go on to discuss h
ow its

 im
pact helps  

you understa
nd key features of  the text as a whole.

17. Choose a fil
m or *TV drama in which a main character is

 faced with a sig
nific

ant 

dilemma.

Explain briefly how th
e dilemma comes about and go on to discuss t

o what extent  

the film or programme makers’ 
resolution of  the dilemma adds to

 the success o
f  the text 

as a whole.

18. Choose a film or *TV drama which is 
considered a “blockbuster” (i.e

. w
ith a large 

budget and aiming for commercial su
ccess).

Explain how it c
onforms to

 key features of  the genre, and discuss t
o what extent it 

has 

artis
tic merit i

n terms of, fo
r example, th

eme, character, …

19. Choose a film or *TV drama in which two sharply contrastin
g characters a

re presented.

Show how the film or programme makers m
ake you aware of  the contrast a

nd discuss 

its i
mportance in illu

minating a key theme of  the text.

* “TV Drama” includes a sin
gle play, a

 series or a serial.
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