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LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

1 Complete Intermediate 2 Modern Studies test paper
2 Complete Higher Modern Studies test paper 

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling. PDFs to support digital exams and electronic archiving are available on request 
to ModernStudies@prelims.co.uk after publication.
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Marking Key 

© P&N 2010

Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—2010–2011

Question 1 (continued)

(c) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.

SOURCE 1

Voter Turnout in General Elections

Year 1997 2001 2005 2010

Turnout 71·2% 59·4% 61·4% 65·1%

% of  UK citizens who strongly identify with a political party

Year
1964 1974 1987 2010

45%
25%

19%
8%

SOURCE 2

A Case Study of  Animal Rights Groups in the UK

The Royal Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) was established 

in 1824 to protect farm and working animals. It first achieved success in 1835 with the 

passing of  the Cruelty to Animals Act. Since then it has gone on to campaign for changes 

in the law that will protect all animals. The RSPCA’s Scottish counterpart, the SSPCA, 

successfully petitioned the Scottish Parliament for improved animal protection laws and 

were key advisers in the formation of  the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Bill 

(2006).

However, some pressure groups are willing to break the law in order to achieve their aims. 

For example the Animal Liberation Front targeted firms associated with the construction 

of  a new animal testing facility at Oxford University causing at least five contractors to 

pull out of  the project. Those who have connections to pharmaceutical laboratories have 

had their homes fire bombed, and a car bomb was planted in the car of  the husband of  

a director of  a courier firm that works with Huntingdon Life Sciences, Britain’s biggest 

animal testing laboratory. Four animal rights activists were recently jailed for stealing 

the body of  Gladys Hammond from a graveyard in England in an attempt to blackmail 

her son-in-law who owned a guinea pig breeding farm to stop breeding animals for use 

in medical research.
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Higher Modern Studies—Marking Key—2010–2011
Note:

Questions 1 to 3 test skills of  evaluation. Thus candidates’ answers should be confined to use of  the relevant source 

material provided.Candidates are directed to specific sources—consequently they should not be given credit for information gathered 

from the other reference material.
Question 1 Use only Source C1, Source C2 and Source A.

To what extent does the evidence support the view of  William Scarlet?

William Scarlet says “

•	

There is considerable public support for using a Robin Hood Tax to help the victims of  the recession 

and a vast majority in a recent poll believe that taxing the banks should be the government’s main priority”. (1 mark)

Source C1 shows he is correct in saying there is considerable public support since 53% supports using it to help the 

•	

victims of  the recession. (1 mark)
but he was incorrect in saying a vast majority believe taxing the banks should be the government’s main priority with 

•	

only 36% indicating this in the poll. (1 mark) 

3 marks

Question 2
(a) Use only Source C5 and Source B.  

 To what extent is John King exaggerating?
John King says “More is now spent on welfare than on health.” 

•	

(1 mark)

this 
•	 incorrect since 3% more is spent on health than on welfare (1 mark) 

2 marks

 (b) Use only Source A and Source B. 
To what extent do the views of  William Scarlet and John King differ on the effects of  government anti-poverty 

policies?

William Scarlet says “

•	

Government policies to address poverty have clearly failed”. (1 mark)

John King says “

•	

Government policies on poverty are working”. (1 mark) 

2 marks

Question 3 Use only Source C3, C4 and Source B

To what extent does the evidence support John King?

John King says “ Although the previous government did not achieve its target of  halving the number of  children 

•	

living in relative poverty, the UK now has one of  the lowest rates of  child poverty in Europe.” (1 mark)

he is correct in saying that the government has not halved the number of  children living in relative poverty since the 

•	

number is 2·9 million not 1·7 million (1 mark)

however he is 
•	

incorrect in saying that the UK has one of  the lowest rates of  child poverty since it is 2nd highest.  

(1 mark) 

3 marks
 Total: 10 marks

© P&N 2010

Higher Modern Studies—Paper 2 (Decision Making Exercise)—2010–2011
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SOURCE C: 
STATISTICAl INFORMATION

SOURCE C1  Opinion Poll on Robin Hood Tax

Should A Robin Hood Tax be used to help the victims of  the recession?

Strongly support

15%

Support

38%

Oppose

17%

Strongly oppose

11%

Don’t know:

19%

SOURCE C2  Opinion Poll on Government Priorities

What should the Government’s priorities be?

Cutting public spending

26%

Increasing Income Tax

7%

Increasing VAT

4%

Taxing banks

36%

Taxing businesses

9%

Don’t know

18%

SOURCE C3  Children living in Poverty in Selected Countries
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MARKING KEY—SECTION A
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Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—
2010–2011

General Points

References in the marking guidelines should not be viewed as prescriptive. The performance of  candidates 

should be measured against th
e syllabus, o

utcomes and performance criteria and it i
s against th

ese, ra
ther th

an 

the checklist
 that th

ey should be assessed.

List ty
pe answers to Outcome 1 questio

ns, if
 accurate, sh

ould be awarded a maximum of  2 marks.

If  a candidate is a
sked to describe/discuss tw

o factors e.g
. so

cial and economic inequalitie
s but only attempt one, 

award a maximum of  half  marks. If  a candidate is r
equired to discuss o

ne factor or another e.
g. health or education 

but answers i
n relation to both, m

ark both sections of  the answer se
parately and award the higher m

ark.

Question 1

(a) The ca
ndidate is

 req
uired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex politic

al iss
ue by providing detailed

 

descr
iptions.

Award up to three marks for a description, depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy 

and exemplification.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

settin
g/agreeing the council b

udget

•	 serving on council committe
es w

hich make decisio
ns about planning, lic

ensing, education etc

•	 attending full m
eetings of  the council

•	 voting at council m
eetings

•	 ensuring council p
olicies and sta

tutory responsibiliti
es are im

plemented e.g. provisio
n of  so

cial w
ork and 

•	 education

representing their c
onstit

uents

•	 working with other elected representatives and agencies to
 overcome areas of  concern e.g

. so
cial exclusion and 

•	 unemployment

any other v
alid point

•	

LO1  

4 marks

(b) The ca
ndidate is

 req
uired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex politic

al iss
ue by providing detailed

 

explanations.

Award up to three marks for an explanation, depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy 

and exemplification and which shows various factors interacting.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

very unlikely that any party will r
eceive a majority

 so minority
/coalitio

n governments a
re usually formed

•	 minority
 governments d

epend on other partie
s to

 pass t
heir b

udget and legisla
tion e.g

. th
e SNP’s st

ruggle to pass 

•	 their 2
009 budget and the SNP’s fa

ilure to abolish
 jail te

rms of  less t
han 6 months

coalitio
n partn

ers h
ave to compromise on policies in

 order to
 form the government so

 they may not be able to 

•	 implement m
anifesto promises e.

g. L
abour w

as fo
rced to abandon plans to

 tag young offenders i
n the face of  

Liberal D
emocrat oppositi

on

if  the government needs to
 act decisiv

ely or m
ake unpopular decisio

ns in
 tim

es of  crisi
s, s

plits
 may develop in 

•	 the coalitio
n leading to the collapse of  the government—

effectively leaving the country without a government

any other v
alid point

•	

LO1 

6 marks

(c) 
The ca

ndidate is
 req

uired
 to evaluate c

omplex sources
, providing arguments fo

r and against a
 given point of  view.

Award up to th
ree m

arks for each argument d
epending on th

e relevance, and development of  th
e 

evidence.

For full m
arks a candidate must re

fer to all th
ree sources. A

ward a maximum of  six marks if  only tw
o 

sources are used and a maximum of  four if  only one source is used.

Credit re
ference to the following:

Support

provides a form of  politic
al in

volvement/activity at a tim
e when voter tu

rnout and party identification is f
allin

g 

•	 (Sources 1 and 3)

pressu
re groups can advise government and provide sp

ecialist
 advice leading to the creation of  better la

ws 

•	 (Sources 2 and 3)

raises awareness o
f  causes and iss

ues th
at m

ay otherwise be ignored by mainstre
am politic

al partie
s (S

ource 3)

•	

Oppose

often reinforces th
e power of  powerful groups or th

ose with politic
al in

fluence (Sources 2 and 3)

•	 actions ta
ken by pressu

re groups m
ay be ille

gal or violent (S
ource 3)

•	 the actions of  insider groups are often beyond public scrutiny (Source 3)

•	 any other v
alid point

•	

LO2 

8 marks
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Changes to Modern Studies Examinations
No major changes have been announced to date in 
Modern  Studies for the forthcoming examinations diet 
of  2012. We will, however, continue to inform customers 
of  any important changes and incorporate these into our 
products to ensure all our materials continue to accurately 
reflect changing national standards. 

All P&N papers contain completely unseen new material 
each year and are guaranteed sight unseen. Marking keys 
are highly detailed (2010 NA Higher MK was 70+ pages!) 
and provide guidance on mark allocation.

Our papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question 
standards and marks allocations valid for the coming 
examination diet (2012). Papers are produced by expert 
examiners who take great care to ensure a high quality 
product with appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality  assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of national standards. 

2 0 1 1  U P D AT E — Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S  I N F O R M AT I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for CfE is planned for 2013–14. Pupils 
entering S1 last August (2010) were the first to officially 
begin their journey under the new curriculum.

Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 and 2 are to be replaced 
by ‘National 4’ and ‘National 5’. These are planned to be 
introduced from school year 2013/14. Other NQs are in 
the process of  being revised to ensure they fit with the new 
curriculum. P&N are working closely with our experts to 
ensure we are well placed to support centres and continue to 
produce valid and reliable assessment instruments which will 
be appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in March 2011 issued 10th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA5212). The specific sections relevant to the use of  
commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely prescriptive nature of  the guidelines 
regarding the use of  both past SQA and commercially-
produced question papers would suggest that where 
new, valid and reliable material is commercially 
available, its use must be regarded as being the best 
option for hard-pressed teaching staff. P&N as always 
fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 21–24 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 22 lays particular emphasis on the 
security of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that  
only the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N again welcomes both the overall document and 
in particular Para 6.2. This states that ‘the use of  
these (commercially-produced) question papers 
is acceptable to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance 
on validity, reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates. Choose to place your 
order online or by email, fax, post or by telephone.
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